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Mr. Creel's book is a product of scissors and paste by a writer whose 
previous record as a journalist in no sense qualified him to speak with 
authority on a subject whose roots reach far back and which requires 
for adequate treatment a knowledge of law, political science and eco- 
nomics as well as of history. The book, though it gives no indication 
of the fact, is made up of reprints of a few hastily compiled newspaper 
articles printed last July in the New York Journal. Whoever bought 
those issues of Mr. Hearst's paper for a few cents bought all the matter 
for which the purchaser of this book will have to pay two dollars. 

The title is, of course, thoroughly misleading. It should be Sinn 
Fein's Fight for Independence. Home Rule, freedom and independ- 
ence are constantly used as though they were synonymous. Mr. Creel 
includes Butt, Parnell and Redmond as great leaders " in the fight for 
Irish independence ", though of course they were Home Rulers and 
not Sinn Feiners as he implies. Especially amusing or exasperating, 
depending on the point of view, is the attempt to link up the cause of 
Sinn Fein with the American Revolution. Thirty-eight per cent, of 
Washington's army. Mr. Creel tells us, was Irish. Leaving aside the 
gross exaggeration of this statement, the informed reader will recall 
that the bulk of the Irish who served under Washington were Presby- 
terians. Were they living to-day in Ireland they would be found sup- 
porting Sir Edward Carson ! The attempt to free Sinn Fein from the 
charge of a " German alliance " will not prove convincing to those who 
are familiar with the facts. But one wearies of cataloguing inaccu- 
racies and misrepresentations in such a book as Mr. Creel has written. 

George L. Fox. 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

China and the World-War. By W. REGINALD Wheeler. 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 1919. — ix, 263 pp. 

The author of this work is a member of the faculty of Hangchow 
College. The direct contact which he has thus had with China has 
stimulated his interest in her fate and in the future of her people. He 
writes in a spirit of fairness and sincerity, not as a partisan but as one 
who seeks a just solution of a complex problem in the interest of all 
concerned. Like many others, he hoped that the regenerative effects 
of the war would be apparent throughout the world ; and, believing 
that " the standards and ideals formulated by the free peoples " con- 
tained the solution and the " only solution " of the momentous situa- 
tion in the Far East, he particularly hoped that they would be applied 
in that quarter. 
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What those " standards and ideals " were, he conceived to be both 
felicitously and authoritatively set forth and defined by President Wil- 
son in the " Fourteen Points". Already China had, he tells us, been 
profoundly impressed by the declaration that " the world must be made 
safe for Democracy". In the " Fourteen Points " she hailed the de- 
tailed specification of that approaching consummation. This feeling 
indeed was not universal. There were doubters, skeptics, like Kang 
Yu-wei, who, although known at home as a reformer, ventured to de- 
clare : " There is no such thing as an army of righteousness which will 
come to the assistance of weak nations." 

But the course of China was not to be determined by misgivings. 
President Wilson, says the author, had declared : " These issues must 
be settled — by no arrangement or compromise or adjustment of inter- 
ests, but definitely and once for all and with a full and unequivocal 
acceptance of the principle that the interest of the weakest is as sacred 
as the interest of the strongest." China could ask nothing more. 
Confiding in the " standards and ideals" thus formulated, China de- 
clared war against Germany and Austria on August 14, 191 7, as un- 
conscious as was Mr. Wheeler, when he wrote his book, of the exist- 
ence of the secret agreements of Great Britain, France and Italy with 
Japan for the disposal of Shantung. As Mr. Wheeler's volume was 
published in January, 19 19, it furnishes us, beyond the disclosure of 
his expectations of a different result, no clue to his opinion of what 
was later done at Versailles. 

Mr. Wheeler's text is supplemented with valuable appendices, con- 
taining the " Black-Dragon " statement of Japanese policy in China in 
1914, the celebrated Twenty-one Demands in 1915, official state- 
ments relating to the Lansing- Ishii Agreement in 19 17, a summary of 
treaties and agreements referring to the territorial integrity and sover- 
eign rights of China and the policy of the " open door," and a sum- 
mary of treaties and agreements relating to Korea. It may be observed 
that Mr. Wheeler quotes (pages 165-167) a passage from the speech 
of Dr. Wellington Koo, Chinese Minister at Washington, at the Long 
Beach Conference on the Foreign Relations of the United States, May 
31, 19 1 7, on the question of China's relation to the world's future. 
No better statement of that question has ever been made, and Mr. 
Wheeler has done well to reproduce it. He has, indeed, made 
throughout a judicious and discriminating selection of materials, and 
has thus furnished to the reader in a comparatively small compass and 
with intelligent elucidation the basis of an informed judgment. 

J. B. Moore. 



